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When the initial lead was lost to south’s king of diamonds, Andy was badly placed but south gave him a chance when he exited with a spade. Andy could not develop the heart suit without going off, so need the club finesse for 11 tricks (6 spades, 2 in each minor and a heart). The twelfth trick could only come from a squeeze on south (he probably held both the heart and club kings, otherwise he would have switched to either suit). Winning the spade switch, Andy advanced the club queen, which held. Now needing to retain his club re-entry, he ran all his spades and then crossed to the Ace of diamonds.  This was the position when he cashed the jack of diamonds:
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To keep the jack of clubs as a threat on south, he had had to discard all but the Ace of hearts. South was down to K5 of hearts and K7 of clubs and had to unguard one of his kings, Whichever he unguarded, Andy would cash his Ace of, and cross to his established winner with the other. Well played!

Notice that if south returns a diamond at trick two, this ending is impossible and would have defeated 6 spades.

The irony of the hand is that the opponents played the hand in 6 hearts and with all three outstanding kings in the south hand, the contract was unbeatable. So having the skill to execute the rare criss-cross squeeze is completely neutralised by the luck of being in the ‘better’ contract. If the king of diamonds had been with north,  six spades would have as easy.

