Derbyshire Contract Bridge Association – from 2008 onwards


THE ROLE OF THE DCBA

The Regulating Authority for DCBA events under the 2007 Laws of Bridge is the English Bridge Union in its role as NBO (National Bridge Organisation) as defined in those Laws. The DCBA is the Tournament Organiser as defined by the Laws for these competitions, and may delegate this role to the Competitions Secretary, or another person or group of people for some or all of its competitions. The Tournament Organiser will appoint a Tournament Director for competitions where appropriate.

For centrally played pairs, individual, and multiple teams competitions the period for a board result to be corrected, appeals to be lodged and rulings to be requested based on new information expires 20 minutes after the last table finishes play.

Where possible, travellers will be printed during this period to allow players to check that board results have been entered correctly.

Results will be available within 20 minutes of the end of this period. The results will be posted on the notice board and on the DCBA web site. A period of 48 hours is allowed for the scoring to be checked and for players to draw attention to any calculating errors in the scoring. At the end of this time the result becomes official and final

The decisions of the DCBA in its role as Tournament Organiser are final as to the destination of Trophies and Prizes.

ELIGIBILITY FOR DCBA EVENTS

 All competitors must be members of the DCBA (unless the specific rules for an event permit non-members to play.)

Additionally, for events which qualify players to represent Derbyshire in the Pachabo Cup or Corwen Trophy all competitors must have the DCBA as their county of primary allegiance.

No competitor may play in more than one qualifying heat for any event, nor for more than one team in a team-of-four event, except with the specific approval of the Tournament Organiser or Director.

GENERAL RULES FOR DCBA EVENTS

Systems

Players may only play systems permitted in the latest EBU Orange Book. Where no level is mentioned in a specific competition’s regulations, players are permitted conventions up to and including Level 4. The current system regulations are specified each year in the Members’ Handbook.

Ties

A Tie will only be split to determine the winners of a trophy, or progression to the next round of a competition.

Where necessary a tie will be split according to the instructions in the latest EBU White Book. 

This is summarised as follows: In knock out teams-of-four matches four extra boards will be played. In all other competitions the methods in Section 143.7.1 should be used for a two way tie, and the methods in Section 143.7.2 should be used for a tie involving three or more pairs or teams. The primary method in both of these cases is the result of the round or match played between those tied. 

Victory Points

Where Victory Points are used the scales will be those recommended in the latest EBU White Book for the length of match. The Tournament Organiser will make the appropriate scale available before play starts.

Rulings

For centrally played competitions the Tournament Organiser will appoint a Tournament Director. This director will give rulings and arrange any required appeals.

In private matches where there is no DCBA appointed Tournament Director present the team captains should try to resolve rulings using their copy of the 2007 Laws of Bridge. All book rulings should be resolved in this way. If a judgement ruling is required the captains may telephone the DCBA Tournament Director or a member of the EBU panel of directors as listed in the EBU Diary. Available DCBA directors will be listed on competition entry forms. Please make it clear whether the request is for an initial ruling or an appeal against a ruling.

Behaviour and other issues

The DCBA subscribes to the EBU’s “Best Behaviour in Bridge” initiative. Players are expected to conduct themselves in a fair and courteous manner at all times. Any breaches of this should be referred to the Tournament Director or, in writing, to the DCBA. 

All unresolved disputes arising from the General Rules, or the rules specific to a particular competition, shall be referred to the Rules and Ethics Committee of the DCBA, whose decision shall be final.    

ADDITIONAL RULES FOR TEAM EVENTS

1. Where a board in a match is fouled, all scores upon it in that match shall be cancelled.  If there is a further period of a match to be played, an additional board shall be played in the next period.  If a board is fouled in the last period of a match it must not be replayed.

2. At the commencement of a team-of-four match (unless explicitly stated otherwise in the specific rules for an event) team captains will toss for the right to seat or place pairs.  If both teams comprise four players only, the team who 'placed' first will change pairs geographically at half-time.  If one or both teams comprise more than four players, the captain who wins the toss may seat or place his players for the first stanza (7 or 8 boards); thereafter the right alternates with each stanza.

3. It is the responsibility of the home team to have a Rule Book available.  In the event of a dispute, players should seek a ruling from a tournament director or from a player acceptable to both captains. Should the dispute not be settled at the time, or should one captain wish to appeal against a ruling without using a telephone referee as detailed in the general rules, an appeal form should be completed giving full details of the hand, the auction, the play where relevant, and any relevant factual circumstances, agreed and signed by both captains. The form should be sent immediately to the County Tournament Director who will give a ruling.  The Competitions Secretary should be notified of the result and informed that an appeal is pending. 

4. The dates by which knock-out matches should be played will be prescribed in the calendar and the fixture lists.  The captains should contact each other as soon as the draw is made to agree a date.  Exceptionally, matches may be played after the prescribed date but before the date for the next round, provided a definite date is fixed and that this date is notified to and agreed by the Competitions Secretary.  If the Final cannot be played by the prescribed date, it must be played as soon as possible thereafter, with the agreement of the Competitions Secretary.

5. The venue of matches is at the discretion of the home team.  This will normally be the East Midlands Bridge Academy (from now on referred to as EMBA) or, in the Inter-Club League, the home venue of that Club as notified to the Competitions Secretary before the beginning of the season.  It is the responsibility of the home captain to notify the away captain of any variation to the above arrangements at least 7 days before the match.  If team-of-four matches are played at EMBA the expenses shall be shared.

6. In the event of a league match not being played by the prescribed date, unless there are exceptional circumstances, the defaulting team shall score nil points and the non-cancelling team shall be awarded a score either equivalent to the average of all its other scores during the season or equivalent to the reciprocal average of all the other scores in matches actually played by the defaulting team during the season, whichever is the greater.  In the event of a knock-out match not being played by the prescribed date, or on a later date acceptable to the Competitions Secretary (see rule 6), the match shall be awarded to the team which was willing to play by the prescribed date.  If both teams are at fault the Rules and Ethics Committee or the County Tournament Director may award nil points to both teams, or rule that both teams have been knocked out.

7. Late arrival: If a team is not ready to play within 15 minutes of the agreed starting time, 2 boards shall be removed from the match, and a further 2 boards for every 15 minutes of lateness thereafter. The side arriving late will be penalised according to the current EBU scale (for a team-of-4 match:  3 imps or 100 aggregate points for each board omitted; for a team-of-8 match: 4 imps or 150 aggregate points for each board omitted).  The match shall be awarded to the non-offending team if the match cannot be started within 30 minutes of the agreed starting time, or 1 hour in the case of notified late arrival (the arrival of one or more members of a team constitutes such notification). 

8. Notification of results:  Results of qualifying events and team matches should be notified to the Competitions Secretary as soon as possible and in any case within 48 hours.  

9. Team captains should maintain a chart of matches played, the results (including aggregate points or imp totals), and the names of players taking part in each match.  At the end of the season the chart should be sent to the Master Points Secretary so that local and national points may be issued.

INTER-CLUB LEAGUE

This is an inter-club competition for teams of eight.  It is divided into divisions with promotion and relegation between different divisions.  Normally two teams will be promoted and two relegated, though this may be varied by the Committee.  

Additional Rules

1. Each affiliated club may enter more than one team, but in such cases no member may play for more than one of his club's teams in the same round of matches.  During the season a club may promote or demote players between teams, or operate a flexible squad system.  However, players who have played regularly in a higher division must not be moved to a team in a lower division, if this can be avoided. Team captains should consult the Competitions Secretary about the application of this rule in particular circumstances.

2. Competitors must be members of the club which they represent and, if playing in the top division, must be members of the DCBA.  No player may represent more than one club in any one season. Exceptionally, this rule may be relaxed if it allows a team to fulfil a fixture which would otherwise be cancelled, provided that: (a) the club from whom the player is being borrowed agrees to release the player for the match, and (b) either the Competitions Secretary or the County TD is informed of the special circumstances and approves the arrangement.   

3. Matches will be of 28 boards in 4 stanzas of 7 boards, except in the lowest 2 divisions where matches will be of 24 boards in 4 stanzas of 6 boards.  Boards must be dealt at the beginning of each stanza unless both captains agree otherwise.  The away team shall sit first and remain stationary; the home team shall move so that each pair plays one stanza against each opposing pair.  

4. Scoring will be by imps across all four tables. The total score for the match will be converted to Victory Points on a scale notified at the start of the competition. 

5. All matches shall be played on the prescribed dates (or before, by agreement) unless there are exceptional circumstances. In ordinary circumstances, a team that cannot play on the prescribed date must expect to forfeit the match. The Rules and Ethics Committee shall resolve any dispute over what constitutes 'exceptional circumstances'. 

(a) If exceptional circumstances arise on, or close to, the day of the match, the Competitions Secretary shall determine whether the match should be played on another date, and if so shall determine a date on which the postponed match shall be played.

(b) If a team captain knows well in advance of the prescribed date that, because of exceptional circumstances, the match cannot be played on that date, he must notify, in writing, as soon as possible, both the Competitions Secretary and the opposing captain, setting out in full the exceptional circumstances which make it impossible to fulfil the fixture.  If the two captains can agree to play on another date before the prescribed date, the Competitions Secretary must be informed of the rearranged date. If such a date cannot be agreed, the Competitions Secretary should be consulted.  If an agreed date cannot be found, the Competitions Secretary shall determine a match result. 




6. In Divisions 4 and 5 teams are only permitted to play systems and conventions up to and including Orange Book Level 3. 
THE VIC MORRIS CUP AND PLATE

These are knock-out pivot teams competitions for teams of four.  In the Plate only, each player will receive a handicap based in principle on:  (a) EBU rankings; (b) county representation; (c) the status of the team for which they play in the Inter-Club League; (d) success in county events in the preceding season.  Handicaps shall be determined by the Competitions Secretary who, notwithstanding the above criteria, may set appropriate individual handicaps.

Additional Rules

1. A team shall not play more than 4 players in any one match.

2. The matches shall be of 30 boards divided into 3 stanzas of 10 boards.  Each player must play one stanza as the partner of each of the other team members.  Captains (or their substitutes) must play against each other throughout the match.  They shall toss to determine seating rights, the winner of the toss having the choice whether to sit first or to require the losing captain to seat his team first.  Thereafter teams sit first alternately in each playing period.

3.  Scoring shall be by total aggregate points; honours do not count. In the event of a tie after 30 boards a further 2 boards shall be played, the partnerships for which shall be at the discretion of each captain, seating rights being determined as in rule 2 by a further toss.  If this still results in a tie, the provisions of this rule shall be repeated until the tie is broken.

4.  The draw for the first round will take place once all entries are received.  This will usually be the evening of the first round.  If required some teams will play mini-matches of 15 boards against each other in threesomes with one or two teams qualifying for the Cup or Plate at the Tournament Organiser’s discretion. In this case captains will not be required to play against each other.

The winners of this round will play in the Cup competition, the losers in the Plate competition.  In a mini-match, the result is determined by matches won or drawn, in the event of each of a tie, total aggregate points across the three matches will be used to determine the qualifiers for the Cup.

5.  Prescribed dates will be set for the completion of each round and the Final.  Matches should be played on or before the prescribed dates (see general rule 6).

THE ERIC WHITE CUP

(DCBA Team of Four Championship - Pachabo Cup qualifier)

This is an all-play-all league to determine the champion team of four for Derbyshire.  The winners of the league will represent the county in the Pachabo Cup.  If entries exceed a convenient number, a qualifying event may be held, the form of which will be determined by the Committee.

Additional Rules

1. A team may consist of up to 6 members. 
2. Matches will be of 28 boards.  

3. Scoring will be by imps converted to Victory Points.

4. The dates on which matches should be played will be prescribed in the Calendar and the fixture lists.  Matches must be played on the prescribed dates, or earlier by agreement.  Exceptionally matches may be postponed by agreement provided that they are played as soon as possible, and in any event by the final date for the completion of the league. The Competitions Secretary must be informed at once of any postponements and rearranged dates.

THE  BRIGDEN  CUP

(Knock-out Teams of Four - Green Point Event)

This is a double elimination event: a team is not eliminated until it has been defeated twice.  Green points will be awarded.





RULES

1. A team may consist of up to 6 members.

2. Matches will be of 28 boards.

3. Scoring will be by total IMPs. 

4. The dates on which matches should be played will be prescribed in the Calendar. Matches must be played on the prescribed date, or earlier by agreement. The Competitions Secretary must be informed of any rearranged dates. It will not be possible to rearrange the date of a triangle (see rule 6).

5. A random draw for the first round will be made once all entries are received. Thereafter, matches will be drawn (up to the semi-final) so that once defeated teams play each other and undefeated teams play each other. Unless it is unavoidable, a team will not be drawn against a team that it has already played. 

6. Triangles.  In order to make a viable draw, the Competitions Secretary may arrange for one or more triangles to be played, from which either one or two teams will emerge ‘undefeated’. The 3 teams in a triangle will play two 14-board matches, with a scoring break at half time.  Captains must notify their line-up in writing at the beginning of the match and again at half-time. The result of the triple will be determined firstly by matches won or drawn, and, in the event of a tie by this method, by total IMP over the 3 matches. If there is still a tie that needs to be resolved, EBU regulations will apply. 

7. Teams will not be eliminated until they have been defeated twice. However, the last undefeated team loses this second chance, and may be immediately knocked out. To compensate, this team may choose its opponents and, if it is losing after 28 boards, may request that an additional 4 boards be played. Each option may be exercised only once during the competition.

THE WINTER PLATE

This is a multiple team-of-4 competition to be played on dates set aside for the Eric White Cup.  The venue is EMBA, starting time 7.00 pm.






RULES

1.  A team may consist of any number of players but only four may play on any one evening

2.  Each evening will be a separate all-play-all team-of-4 event; however, the event may be divided into two or more sections if numbers warrant.

3.  Scoring will be by total imps.  Prizes will be awarded for the highest scores at each event, and for the highest cumulative scores at the end of the competition.

4. There is no entry form, and teams may turn up unannounced to play at any event.  

5. To qualify for the cumulative prizes, teams must have played in at least two thirds of the events. Teams playing in the Eric White Cup may not qualify for the cumulative prizes.

THE BRITISH RAIL TROPHY

(Summer Swiss Teams)

This event is open to all: competitors do not need to be members of the DCBA.  It is played fortnightly on dates prescribed in the Calendar.  Prizes are awarded for the highest scores each week and for the highest cumulative scores at the end of the competition.






RULES

1.  Teams may consist of any number of players but only 4 may play in any one match.  Exceptionally a player may play for more than one team

2. Three matches of 8 boards will be played on each night.  If necessary a group of three teams will be formed playing four board mini-matches, in which case a team may have to play another team twice on the night.

3. On the first evening teams will draw lots; thereafter pairings will be based on teams' cumulative scores.  Except in the case of a mini-match, teams will not meet twice on the same night.

4.  There are no entry forms and teams may turn up to play unannounced at any event.  Teams entering late or missing an event will be awarded a 50% score for all matches missed.  However, to qualify for a prize at the end of the competition teams must play in at least two-thirds of the events.   

THE COUNTY PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP AND HAZEL WHINFREY PLATE

This competition is to determine the champion pair for Derbyshire. One or more of the leading pairs will represent Derbyshire in the Corwen Trophy as specified by the EBU.  National (green) points will be awarded in the Final.  The event is played in two stages: a Qualifying Round, followed by the Final and a Consolation Final. 




RULES

1. The Qualifying Round and the Finals will be played over a week-end at EMBA. Players must be members of the DCBA.

2. The Qualifying Round will be a 2-session event played on the Saturday. The County Tournament Director shall determine, in advance of the Qualifying Round, the number of pairs to qualify so as to make a convenient number for the Final.  Not more than half the field (up to a maximum of 24 pairs) will qualify for the Final; the remaining pairs may play in the Consolation Final for the Hazel Whinfrey Plate.

3.  The Final and Consolation Final will be 2 or 3-session events played on the Sunday. The Final will be an all-play-all event.

4.  Seating for the Qualifying Round and the Finals shall be by random draw, except that seats may be reserved for players with mobility problems.

THE GERRY FLETCHER TROPHY

(County Individual Championship)

1.  Entries must be made in advance as advised by the Tournament Organiser.

2. Players are only permitted to play systems and conventions up to and including Orange Book Level 2.
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